
8th Grade Band Audition Info for Olathe South High School 
 
There is no audition requirement to be in freshman band in high school, but some students may be interested in auditioning into 
one of the more advanced groups. You can find all of the audition material on the South Band web site at http://osbands.org or in 
the Handouts folder of your school’s Charms account in a sub-folder labeled “HS Audition Info”. 
 
Concert Band (PA500) - You will automatically be in this band if you enroll in band...no audition of any type required. 
 
Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band and Marching Band - If you want to audition “out” of Concert Band the audition process is 
the same regardless of which group you are interested in or might be placed. Members of Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble 
are also the groups that make up our marching band in the Falcon Regiment. You need to do the following: 
 
 Music - either record or play live for Mr. Coughlin the Band Placement audition material by Thursday, March .  
 
 Marching - you must attend ONE of the clinic sessions at Olathe South on the following dates and time: 
      Saturday, March    10:00-11:30 am  (meet in the Olathe South Band Room) 
      Monday, March   :30- :00 m  (meet in the Olathe South Choir Room) 
    If you can’t attend one of these, you need to contact Mr. Coughlin to make individual arrangements. 
 
 Percussion/Drumline - The first step is to complete the audition for band placement as described above. If you are selected to  
  be moved out of Concert Band, you will then need to participate in the sessions that decide part assignments for the 
  Drumline or Front Ensemble for marching season. These typically take place in April. 
 
Auditions for our select bands are always very competitive and you are encouraged to prepare as thoroughly as possible. You have 
the choice of either submitting a recorded audition (CD, MP3, etc.) or to audition live for Mr. Coughlin. Live auditions can be 
arranged to take place at your school during band class time or outside the school day. If you are recording your audition, please 
follow these instructions carefully: 
 
• Make sure to identify yourself clearly by saying your name on the recording and marking the recording media if you are 
submitting a CD or flash drive. If you are emailing the audition, please make sure you include your name, school and instrument in 
the content of the email. 
• Record all of the required material in this order: 

 o Chromatic Scale covering the practical range of your instrument that you are capable of playing (lowest note to highest 
and back down). Most instruments should do a two octave scale at minimum. Oboe and Horn players should talk to their 
band director for advice on the range for their scale. 
 o The two prepared excerpts for your instrument in this packet. Be sure to follow the tempo, key, style and expressive 
marking in the music. 

• You may stop or pause between the scale and excerpts. You are welcome to do multiple takes and submit your “best” take. 
• Make sure the recording equipment you are using is appropriate and will provide a good recording. Listen to the 
recording…does it represent an accurate reproduction of your best playing? 
 
You have the option of playing/recording a short musical selection of your choice in addition to the required material. This could 
be part of a prepared solo you have worked on individually or a part of a full band piece you are working at school. This is only 
needed if you feel there is some part of your playing ability you do not feel was adequately displayed with the required material. 
Please keep any optional material you do choose to submit short…90 seconds or less is adequate. 
 
All recordings are due to the Olathe South Band Office or by email to Mr. Coughlin by 3:30 pm on Thursday, March 9. You 
may also turn recordings in to your school band director. Results will be announced by the by the first week of April. 
 
The number of incoming 9th graders that will be selected to be moved into Symphonic Band or Wind Ensemble will be determined 
by a balance of strength of playing ability and instrumentation needs. Certain instruments may be more likely to be selected on any 
given year dependent on openings left by graduating seniors as well. There may also be more opportunities on instruments that are 
not played by as many students. If you are open or would enjoy the challenge of learning a new instrument and are willing to 
devote the time and resources necessary to consider this option, please speak to your band director or contact Mr. Coughlin. 
 
Good$luck!!If!you!have!any!questions,!please!contact!Mr.!Coughlin!at!ccoughlinos@olatheschools.org!or!at!(913)!209A4330.!
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